
Conversation Starters: Highly Readable Nonfiction 

 
 

Behind the Beautiful Forevers: Life, Death, and Hope in a Mumbai Undercity 

by Katherine Boo 

 

The Boys in the Boat : Nine Americans and Their Epic Quest for Gold at the 

1936 Berlin Olympics 

by Daniel Brown 

 

Quiet: The Power of Introverts in a World That Can't Stop Talking 

By Susan Cain 

 

Farm City: The Education of an Urban Farmer 

by Novella Carpenter 

 

The Hare with Amber Eyes: A Family's Century of Art and Loss 

By Edmund De Waal 

 

Guns, Germs, and Steel: The Fates of Human Societies 

by Jared M. Diamond 

 

Outliers: the story of success 

By Malcolm Gladwell 

 

Thinking, Fast and Slow 

By Daniel Kahneman 

 

Animal, vegetable, miracle: A Year of Food Life 

by Barbara Kingsolver 

 

Half the Sky: Turning Oppression to Opportunity for Women Worldwide 

by Nicholas D. Kristof 

 

The Devil in the White City: Murder, Magic, and Madness at the Fair That 

Changed America 

by Erik Larson 

 



Freakonomics: a Rogue Economist Explores the Hidden Side of Everything 

By Steven D. Levitt and Stephen J. Dubner 

 

Destiny of the Republic: A Tale of Madness, Medicine, and the Murder of a 

President  

by Candice Millard 

 

The Omnivore's Dilemma : A Natural History of Four Meals  

by Michael Pollan 

 

The Man Who Mistook His Wife for a Hat and Other Clinical Tales 

by Oliver Sacks 

 

Far from the Tree: Parents, Children and the Search for Identity 

by Andrew Solomon 
 

 


